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something about the phenomenal world, and that such postula-
tion, while required for the proper functioning of the understand-
ing, is necessarily ideal since transcendent in character.
The first of these principles is that of the reduction of genera
in the direction of ultimate unity (entia praeter necessitatem non
esse muttiplicanda). This maxim sets before us as a goal the con-
tinued search for unity underlying diversity, and forbids us to
stop before complete unification is achieved* Obviously such
complete unification is not something given, but is conceived as
purely ideal. But even to aim at it presupposes an essential
homogeneity in apparently disparate phenomena, and, apart
from such presupposition, the understanding could not come into
operation at all, since the formation of concepts takes for granted
the legitimacy of the search for unity in diversity.
The second principle is the converse of the first, namely that of
the multiplication of species (entium uarietates non temere esse
minuendas). The implication of this maxim is that there can be no
limit to the search for variety in nature any more than to that for
unity. Here again it is clear on the one hand that no empirical
grounds can be given for the postulation of variety which trans-
cends all possible experience, and on the other that the existence
of such variety is as essential for the formation of empirical con-
cepts and therefore for the employment of the understanding as is
the unity postulated by the first principle.
The third principle which completes and depends on the other
two is that of continuity (non datur vacuum formamm). This
asserts the affinity of all concepts, by forbidding us to admit that
there are species or sub-species which reason can admit to be as
close as possible to one another, and requiring us always to prose-
cute the search for further intervening forms. Such a presupposi-
tion, however, must like the others be regarded as purely ideal,
since species in nature are really discrete from one another so that
there can be no actual infinity of species intervening between any
two of them.
Thus these ideas have genuine objective validity as heuristic
principles, but we should nevertheless be mistaken in attributing
to them the same kind of validity as the categories of the under-
standing, since the transcendent nature of their objects makes any
strict deduction of them wholly impracticable. They refer to unities
beyond all experience, to which our systematization is necessarily
asymptotic. The unification required by the pure ideas is different
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